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CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES AUTHORITY —  
WAYNE GREGSON — APPOINTMENT 

Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 
MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Emergency Services) [2.01 pm]: The state government was 
pleased to announce last week the appointment of Wayne Gregson, APM, an assistant commissioner with WA 
Police, to the role of Chief Executive Officer of the Fire and Emergency Services Authority for a period of 
12 months. Mr Gregson’s career in Western Australia Police spanned more than 32 years, with experience in 
general duties, emergency management preparedness and response, and criminal investigation in metropolitan 
and regional areas of the state, as well as being a long-term member of the senior executive management team. 
Mr Gregson is a well-respected police officer who first joined WA Police as a cadet in 1979 and has been an 
assistant commissioner for the past seven years. Mr Gregson is well known for taking a proactive response to his 
role at WA Police, and has extensive operational and strategic management expertise through the WA Police as 
well as external board appointments. 

Prior to becoming the CEO of FESA, Mr Gregson was assistant commissioner of judicial services, where he was 
tasked to optimise processes and relationships associated with the criminal justice system by establishing, 
implementing and maintaining strategies that enhance service delivery to the judiciary, the courts and the 
community of Western Australia. Mr Gregson has also spent time as assistant commissioner, specialist crime; 
assistant commissioner, frontline services; and assistant commissioner, north metropolitan region. In 2005, Mr 
Gregson served as an independent advisor to the Commissioner of Police in Fiji on a four-month secondment as 
part of an Australian federal government AusAID program. He provided strategic advice on cultural change, 
capability and capacity development and project management frameworks. Mr Gregson holds a Bachelor of Arts 
and Master of Business Administration.  

This government believes he has the skills and experience to prepare the state for the bushfire season, to 
implement the Perth hills bushfire review recommendations and, most importantly, to work with all stakeholders 
in emergency management to prepare for and eventually respond to any disaster that occurs.  

The state government has moved on one of the key recommendations of the review, which was undertaken by 
former Australian Federal Police Commissioner Mick Keelty, to draft legislation to restructure FESA to become 
a government department. An assessment will be undertaken of an appropriate role and structure of the 
department and the FESA board will be disbanded. The new position of fire and emergency services 
commissioner will also be created and have command and control capabilities akin to a police commissioner. 
This appointment will be a uniformed officer reporting directly to the Minister for Emergency Services. The 
appointment of Mr Gregson as the new CEO reaffirms this government’s commitment to implementing the 
recommendations of the Perth hills bushfire review and to significantly reform the management of emergency 
services in this state for the benefit of the WA community. 
 


